142.   TO THE READER OF "NAVAJIVAN"

By the time .this issue is out, you will have come to know
of my atonement. You should not be alarmed on account of my
fast. And you must not follow my example. The sinner alone
should make atonement Others should help him. If all Gujarati
brothers and sisters assist with body, mind and money in fulfilling
the tasks that we have undertaken, we shall see God as well as
attain freedom,
[From Gujarati]

Namjivan, 21*9*1924

143.   TEST OF FAITH
I feared that the suggestion to abandon boycott would have the
effect of disheartening the weaker sections of the schools. It looks as if I
was right. Many teachers have started asking whether the national schools
will not now be converted into government schools.
I have reproduced this extract from a letter. In the first
, place, I have not at all used the word * 'abandoning". I have
suggested suspending the boycott* Secondly, the present na-
tional schools which are running without Government affiliation
should be continued and, if we have the capacity, uew national
schools may be opened. Thirdly, suspension does not mean that
those who have spontaneous faith in boycott should give it up.
My suggestion simply means that those who have undertaken
boycott as a matter of Congress discipline, and not out of sponta-
neous faith, are absolved from the binding for one year. And those
who on account of the boycott have kept out of the Congress
may join it at least for a year and engage themselves in essen-
tial work universally approved and educate the people,
My suggestion provides a test for the public and for indi-
viduals. If after an experience of four years it is clear that the
number of those who have spontaneous faith in boycott is negli-
gible, then the Congress cannot authorize boycott. The Congress
can only reflect the wishes of the people, right or wrong, and
that alone will entitle it to be called a national organization.
That which commands the spontaneous faith of a large section